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olly McKibben has spent 16
Myears in plaintiffs' work, drawn

to the practice by its direct con-
nection to clients and its potential for
impact. Her path to litigation began in
law school, where she volunteered at
the Legal Aid Clinic at the Union Rescue
Mission in Downtown Los Angeles —
doing intake interviews, helping clients
with paperwork and representing them
in matters involving expungements, tra-
ffic court and child custody.

"It was incredibly rewarding to see that
even as a student, | could effect change
that would make a meaningful difference
in peoples' lives," McKibben said.

McKibben practices at the intersection
of personal injury and employment law,
taking cases that require both technical
command and a willingness to fight for
clients who have suffered losses that
cannot easily be quantified. Two recent
verdicts illustrate the range of her work.

McKibben represented Leo Serrano, who
was driving on the freeway with his 22-
year-old son Hector in the passenger
seat when a steer tire on a neighboring
tractor-trailer failed, sending the truck
into their lane and causing their vehicle
to roll. Hector was killed; Mr. Serrano was
injured. Serrano v. Olson Precast Company,
CVRI2300355 (Riverside Sup. Ct., filed
Jan. 23, 2023).

The defendant discarded the tire after
the crash despite knowing a fatality had
occurred. "Our biggest obstacle was the
fact that the defendant destroyed crucial
evidence just a few days after our client's
son was killed," McKibben said. Over a
month-long trial in Riverside, she built the
case on circumstantial evidence, count-
ering defense attempts to shift blame to
the tire manufacturer and to Mr. Serrano
himself. Thejury returned a $5 million ver-
dict for Serrano and Hector's mother.

For McKibben, first-chairing the Serrano
trial was a career-defining test. "Hand-
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ling a trial as first chair, where | was the
steward and representative of my client's
case to the judge and the jury, was a
true 'meet the moment' experience for
me," she said.

McKibben also represented Dr. Christine
Jones, a law enforcement psychologist
with the L.A. County Sheriff's Department
who was removed from an acting direc-
tor role after reporting gender discrimin-
ation — replaced by a man the county's
own policies deemed unqualified. Jones
v. County of Los Angeles, 22STCV33483
(L.A. Super. Ct., filed Oct. 13, 2022).

"Gender discrimination cases are notor-
iously difficult to prove," McKibben says,
“rarely is there an email or letter saying
'let's fire this person because they're a
woman." The jury found in Dr. Jones's
favor on discrimination, retaliation and
damages.

McKibben credits her development as a
trial lawyer to mentors at her firm, in-
cluding Bruce Broillet, Geoff Wells and
partner Christine Spagnoli, a products
liability attorney whose emphasis on
thorough case preparation has shaped
McKibben's approach to advocacy.

McKibben said she seesaccesstojustice
as the central issue facing consumers
today, warning that damage caps and
restrictions on attorney representation
serve to insulate bad actors rather than
address the costs proponents claim they
will reduce.
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